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S 1 
BRITISH NATION. 
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F T H E 


—— 


Saturday, Auguſt 13. 1709. 


| Man in his Senſes would thinks, the 
A worſt natur'd Wretch in the Town 
could hardly find out an Argument to 
Wake Uſe of, againſt collecting Charity for 
the poor Strangers now among us 
But when it comes to the Point, how. 
lameiy, how baldly do ſume come off of it 
 I'l give them nothing, ſays Mr. Deputy 
Save · all, the... Maker, for 1 do not know 
upon what DESIGN they are come hither. 
Why, really G::vd man Deputy is in the 
right, if he underſtood, what he himſelf 
meant by the Word DESIGN; for if theſe 
People came over with a Deſign in that 
Gentleman's learacd Senſe, then indeed, He 
and the reft of the Gentlemen of the like 
Magnitude of Uaderſtanding might have 


ſome Reaſon to be cautious and cloſe-fiſted 
to them—— But, in order to treat this Jeſt 
in more earneſt than it deſerves, | (hall take 
a little Notice of the Thing cad DESIGN, 
as this Gentleman means it, and as it is. 
apply'd to theſe poor Peoples coming over, 
which is as much to the Honour of this Na- 
tion, as if they had been all perſecuted for 

Conſcience. | 
Some People would pretend to be ſur- 
priz'd, when they hear, that theſe People 
are not come over hither for Religion, that 
they are not perſecuted Proteffants fled 
from the Cruelty of the Papiſts They - 
thought, all People that fled hither for 
Relief, muft have perſecuted ; and if they 
had been ſuch,0b,whas would they bave —_ * 
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them? But as for theſe People, they know 
not what to make of them; and as Mr. 
Wou'd-be- Alderman ſays, they don't know 
what the DESIGN of them was in coming 
over hither, | 

But are there no Cauſes in the World, 
that make People fly from their Eabitations 
but Religion? ' Tyranny is equally incon- 
fiftent with the Eaſe and Poſſibility of 
Living, whether i: be Religious or Civil 
Tyranny ; and People fly from the Impoſi- 
tions of their Task-maſters, whether it be 
on their Liberties or their Conſciences—— 
The Iſraelites came out from Egypt, not 
from the Idolatry of the Eg yptians, but from 
their Bondage. Thus the Flemings, that 
came over hither in Q. Flizz/etb's Tine, 
and to whom we owe the Skill in and Ap- 
plication to our Woollen Manuf1Qure—fled 
from the Cruelty of the D. cf Alva, as weil 
as from the Inquifition— And therefore 
when they tous Arms at firſt in the Lao 
Countries, from which War the Eſtabliſhment 
of the Dutch as 4 free People took its Birth—— 
their firft Enſigus had the Bible, and the 
Tenth-Peuy for their Device; the one 
ſhowing they fought for their Conſciences, 
the other for their Liberti?s. 

Liberty is tie ucxt valuable Intereſt in 
the World to Religion; Tyranny will make 
a People fly from their Country, and quit 
their Habitations, as well a Perſecution — 
And either cot theſe Cauſe: entitles the 
Pecple to your Hoſpitality, Kindneſs, and 
Chatity — and mire e ſpecialiv, for that you 
have found Occaſion many Times in Eng- 


land, ay and yer more in Scotland, to fly away 


from both. 

Nor is it a lictle Honour ty the Britiſh Na- 
tion, but eſpeciallc to our Conſtitution and 
to our Queen as the Author of the Daily- 
Courant bas very bappily oferv'd, That we 
are the Refuge now of the oppreſ<'d Nations 
of Europe; whether their Oppreſſions ar 
of one Sort or other, whether they fly for 
; Conſcience Sake or for Liberty Sake—rheir 
Eyes are caſt hither ; here i) an open van- 
Avary for all th: Miſerahle— Here Liberty 
reigns, perſect Freedom is the Peculi-r of 
the Country; every Man has a clear Title 
to, 2nd an undifturb'd Poſſeſſion of every 
Thing he honeftly gaing—and this will 


make all the World flyto you, if they ean 


The Name of Britain will occur to all the 
People of Europe, when their Tyrannical 


Rule is ravage and cruſh them Here 
they can reſt from Tyranny, and be ſecure 
from the Harpies of the World who rob 
Men by Divine Right, and endeavour to 
put the Sanction of Heaven's Authority, 
upon the Depredations and Violences they 
offer to their Fellow-Creatures—as if | 
had originally appointed voracious Men, 
who cannot govern their own Lufts, to 
govern his other Creatures, and legitima- 
ted their horrid Ad ions, hy obliging Man- 
kind to ſubj-@ th-mſclves to thoſe Vices, 
which he that made them will puniſh, 
Britain ſhall now be honour'd from 
Heaven with being the Refuge of thoſe un- 
happy Creatures who ſhall fly, as being in- 
vaded by the Fury of Tyrants, and having 
no Power to act, what GOD in Nature 
diftates to them in like Caſe, are forc'd to 
abandca cheir native Country, in Queſt of 
a Life more eligible to Human Nature than 
that of Bondage and Slavery, which Man- 
kind hy Nature abhors There is indeed 
a Poſſibility of Mankiad's h2ing ſo entirely 
ſuppreſs'd, their native Spirit cruſh'd and 
cow'd, and their very Thought made ſo 
abjeA and baſe, as to have no Taſte of Li- 
berty, no Deſire to be free 3 the native 
Principle bor with every Creature, I mean 
Love of Liberty, by meer Diſuſe, and the 
Ignorance of a better State, ſeems extinays 
all the Fire of the Soul ſeems quench'd, and 
the Creature perfealy difpicited, acts the 
meer Tribe of Jſachar, is born for Bondage, 
and lives onlylike an Aſs· Couchant. I am ſor- 
ry to ſay, we have ſome of thi- Spirit vet left 
among u, and I wiſh there were leſs of it 
among our poor People in Scotland, who, if 
they nad but a Taſte of that Liberty, which 
our Southern Commons enjoy, wou'd ſoon, de- 
poſe rhe Petty-Tyrauny of che Mater: and 
Lairds, the Gentry and Novſlity, and ba- 
niſh that ſcandalous Vaſſalage, that keeps 
them poor, dejected, miſerable, and unable 
to act towards their own Proſferity. © But 
this by the way; tis a long Subject, and what 
I reſerve to very be large and every plain 
upon in its more proper Seaſon. - 


What 


; 


What J am now upon, is this The 


poor People we are now ſpeaking of, to 


the Honour of Britain, and to the particu- 
lar Reputation of the preſent Reign, are 
come over hither for Liberty — To fay they 
were Beggars, and are come over for 
Bread, is to ſay wothing. They were a 
flouriſhing People, they come not from 
barren Mountains, unhealih{ul Climates, or 
a. poor uncultivated Country — The Pala. 
tinate is known to be one of the fineft, meſt 
fruitful, cicb, pleaſant, and healthful Coun- 
tries in Europe The Land rich, Proviſions 
plentiful, full of great Citics and Trading 
Towns, full of People, full of Commerce, 
and full of Manufactures The bine runs 
thro? it, the Main and the Nekar traverſe 
and encompaſs it; three Rivers, the Navi- 
gation whereof brings great Trade, and 
conſequently Wealth to the Inhabitants 
they lend yearly great Quantities of Corn, 

and Wine, and Cattle into other Countries. 

The Plains and Dales are fill'd with Corn, 

the Hills cover'd with Vines, and the whole 

Country allow d to be of the moft pleaſant 

and moft fruitful Part of Germany. 

It is evident they do not come, becauſe 
their Country won't keep them, argthe 
Earth ſupply their Families with Nee 
ries But they are ravag'd by Enemies, 
they are the Frontier of. this bloody War, 
the French have frequently plunder'd their 
Country, burnt their Cities aud Towns, 
and almoſt every Year exadted Contribu- 
tions from them, wirh the utmoſt Rigour— 
This has impovewſh'd them diſcourag' d 
them, and made them unable to pay the 
heavy Taxes, their own Prince exacts 
So that between the Rapine of the Enemy, 
and the Impoſts and Exactions of their own 
Sovereign, the poor People have been 
ruin'd, their Labour devour'd, their Pro- 
perties taken from them by Violence, and 
they are oppreſs d and deyour'd with un- 
ſufferable [ajuries. 

From theſe Diſtreſſes, they look abroad 
for an Aſylum, a Place of Reſt, a Land 


— 


where Liberty is eftabliſh'd, and Property ſe- 
cur'd; where what their.[ndufiry bas gain'd, 
the Government will permit them tu enjoy, 
where they may reap what they ſow, and 
eat what they earn where they may call 


a 


their Souls their own, and may not ſtarve 
ia the midft of Plenty And this, they 
have been told, is to be obtain'd in Eng- 
land, above all the Nations of Europe 
And to this End they fly —_ — 
This is the true Gennine and only DER IG 
of their Coming; ard if Mr. De put 
pleaſes, he may be e ſie, the poor People 
have no other DESIGN than this, in their 
coming over; if his Worſhip knows of any 
— DESIGN, he would be very kind to 
tell it. 


* — 


Bug” having thus clear'd up the poor 
People Deſign in coming hither ; Jet us 
enquire a little into the Deſign of theſe 
wiſe Gentlemen, in cavilling, raiſing Scru- 
ples, ſuggeſting Defigns, and ſuch Whyms 
as theſe, upon the poor People at this time. 
Truly, their DESiGN is evident, and a 
baſe DESIGN it is 3 only, that being re- 
ſolv'd to give nothing to them in the Col- 
legion now in hand, or ſo lit:le as they 
.wOuld be aſham'd their Neighbours ſhould 
talk of, to excuſe their ſcandalous Parſi- 
mony and Want of Charity, they would 
load-the poor innocent People with ſome 
Reprozch, if poſſible, as a Reaſon for their 
cloſing their Hand, when indeed it is no- 
thing but meer Covetouſneſs, and with- 
holding their Hands from their Neceſſities. 
And now, Mr. Deputy, if this be the 
Reaſon, why you were pleas'd to give 
them but 25. 6 d. in the late Collection, 
when your Neighbours, who you would 
hardly ſet with tbe Dogs of your Hlock, gave 
105. and 20s. a Man. I would humbly 
deũre you to talk no more of it— but if 
poſſible be honeſt, and confeſs, that your 
Pride and Luxury ſa out-run your Charity, 
that you had at any time rather ſpend 20 s. 
to make your Neighbours drunk, and be 
ſo your ſelf, than give 10 6. to ſave a poor 
Stranger ready to periſh from ſtarving. 

This would lead me to give the ſame 
Perſon a Hint, if he pleaſe to take it, how 
chearfuſly and with what Statisfaction he 
has gone to the Church-wardens Dinner 
in his Pariſh, where they have feafted theme 
ſelves out of the Stock levy d in the Pariſh 
for the Poor, not atall examining who was 
ftarving.for Want of the Money, or for 
what Uſe it was collected And if th, 
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